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Francis spent the weeks before this formal betrothal
and their marriage on February 12 in Pressburg. During
this time a few stereotyped love letters reached Maria
Theresa from her fiance. Her letters, the earliest letters
from her which have been preserved, are pathetically
eager by comparison.

" Most Serene Archduchess, my angel bride," Francis
wrote, (t having received from His Majesty the Emperor
gracious permission to write to you, I can no longer
resist profiting from his gracious act. Dearest, it will
not be difficult for you to believe that nothing could be
harder for me than to approach you by letter instead
of throwing myself at your feet. Let my dearest bride
be fully assured that in all the world there is no bride-
groom more entirely devoted and respectful than my
angel bride's most faithful servant, Francis."

Maria Theresa answered:

" Your dear letter made me very happy. I am con-
vinced that you would rather have assured me of your
affection in person than by letter. You will know that
I feel the same about you. It is good that this separa-
tion will not be long, and I hope that we shall be together
more constantly in the future. I assure you that all
my life I shall remain your most faithful bride, Maria
Theresa."

To this point this letter is written in German. Then
she continues in French, the language she knows he
prefers:

" I am infinitely grateful for the attention you show
me in sending me news of yourself, for I was already
as anxious as a small miserable dog, Love me a little
and excuse me for not writing more, but it is ten o'clock
and the courier is waiting for my letter. Farewell,
lf I embrace you with all my heart, be